Marcia Steele Appointed Chief Conservator of 
the Cleveland Museum of Art 


Steele combines 30 years of experience in the conservation field with intimate knowledge of 
museum’s world-renowned collection 


Cleveland (August 29, 2008) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA), home of one of the 
world’s most important encyclopedic art collections, announces the appointment of Marcia Steele as 
Chief Conservator. Steele, who has served at the museum’s conservator of paintings since 1991 and 
joined the CMA in 1987, starts her new role on September 2, 2008. 

“Marcia is a gifted conservator with a significant record of accomplishment and an outstanding 
reputation in the field,” said Timothy Rub, director of the CMA. “Through her long-standing 
commitment to our collection and her knowledge of conservation science, she has built a strong working 
relationship with our staff and her colleagues in this country and abroad that augurs well for her in this 
new management role.” 

Steele commences her new position at a key moment in the museum’s history. This past June 
marked the completion of Phase I of the museum’s $350 million renovation and expansion project. Phase 
I included the construction of a new East Wing, which houses a state-of-the-art conservation facility 
which recently began operation. It includes labs for all specialties in conservation including objects, 
paintings, paper, textiles and a new space for the care of Asian paintings. In addition, the facility is 
equipped with analytical equipment that will provide valuable information about the materials and 
methods utilized by artists working in many different media. 

"I am honored to assume the role of Chief Conservator at this pivotal time in the history of the 
Cleveland Museum of Art,” said Steele. “Two of the most rewarding aspects of this new position are the 
ability to work with the department members whom I have known and respected for so many years and 
under a director with a strong commitment to conservation.” 

As Chief Conservator, Steele will supervise a staff of seven. Her primary responsibility will be 
the care and treatment of objects in the museum’s collection and oversight of all aspects of its 
conservation program. In addition, Steele will manage strategic planning and the departmental 
budget. She will work closely with the Director of Museum Services and with the heads of other 
curatorial, collections management, exhibitions, and design & installation and departments on 
institutional planning, policy development and special initiatives. Steele is also expected to take an active 
role in representing the CMA within the conservation field. 

Steele has nearly 30 years of experience in the conservation field, including 21 years of service 
within CMA’s conservation department. Prior to joining CMA, Steele worked as a paintings conservator 


for the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco M.H. DeYoung Memorial Museum and California Palace of 


the Legion of Honor, the Ateliers de Conservations, Boissonnas in Switzerland, and New York 
Conservation Associates, Ltd in New York. 

Steele holds a Bachelor of Arts (Magna Cum Laude) 
from Wellesley College in Wellesley, Mass. and has completed more than a dozen workshops, classes and 
programs in the conservation field. Steele has authored several articles and presented on various 
conservation subjects around the country. She is a member of the American Institute for Conservation of 


Historic and Artistic Works and the Midwest Regional Conservation Guild. 


About The Cleveland Museum of Art 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums with a 
collection that spans 6,000 years of creative achievement in the arts and is world-renowned for its quality 
and breadth. Currently undergoing a multi-year expansion project that will re-imagine the museum, it is a 
significant international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art education. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art has a membership of nearly 25,000 households and is generously 
supported by a broad range of individuals, foundations, and businesses in Cleveland and Northeastern 
Ohio. The Cleveland Museum of Art is generously funded by Cuyahoga County residents through 
Cuyahoga Arts and Culture. Additional support from the Ohio Arts Council, which helped fund this 
program with state tax dollars to encourage economic growth, educational excellence, and cultural 
enrichment for all Ohioans. For more information on the museum, its holdings, programs, and events, 


call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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